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. The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the
ouse of Commons during the following week.

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the Prime Minister
already sent a message of congratulation toPresident Reagan on his
Skable achievement in the Presidential Election on 6 November.
iféde of Mr Reagan's victory had been at the highest end of the
gxpectations before the election. It was right that the
:ﬁjgﬁkernment should acknowledge the extent of the President's
ecord their desire to maintain the unique degree of
d co-operation which characterised the United Kingdom's
with the United States. The outcome of the Congressional
elections been less clear-cut. Although the Republican Party had
Fe=couped 15 of the 26 losses which it had sustained in the House of
Representatives in 1982, the Republicans had suffered a net loss of two
Séats in the Sena All the signs were that President Reagan would
Maintain, in his d term, his attempts to construct a better relation-
ship with the Sov n: but the defeat in the election of Senator
Percy (Illinois), t er Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
CUmMittee, and the po jty that Senator Helms (North Carolina) might
Teplace him in that ro d prove to be a complicating factor. It
was difficult, at this o forecast what action, if any, President
Reagan would take to curb t -rited States budgetary deficit,

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH S
0 India, following the assassin
Candhi, was now calmer. The new
taken a number of steps to assert his ority, including putting an
end to Governmental interference in r iyg by foreign journalists,
fOllowing representations by the Briti gh Commissioner. The reper-
Cussions of Mrs Gandhi's murder neverthe continued to create serious
Problems in the United Kingdom, not least\with regard to the activities
°f the Sikh leader, Dr Chauhan. The possibility of instituting legal
Proceedings against Dr Chauhan was being urgently considered but it was
¢lear that pr Chauhan himself had access to very emmgetent legal advice.
t was important that the British Government shod ntinue to express
the dismay and shock with which they viewed inf1dwm
Provocative behaviour by Sikhs in the United Kingdo
Y the Prime Minister before and during her visit to
funeral phaq been very helpful in this respect. A mar
€entra] London, to mark the anniversary of the founder Y
had apparently been postponed for the time being; but the

Y said that the internal situation
the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira
inister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, had

iy

Commlssion had made it clear that if it took place it woul$ a most
S€Vere effect on relations between the United Kingdom and I

In a short discussion it was reported that the Attorney Genera een
Sent a collection of the evidence on which possible legal procee

d8ainst Dr Chauhan might be based; but the chances of securing a se2htion

i | /?
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been resident in the United Kingdom for 11 years could be an obstacle

to his possible deportation. Although the Internationally Protected
€rsons Act of 1978 created the possibility of prosecution for incitement
murder, and although the law would be applied as rigorously as possible,
emained to be seen whether the evidence against Dr Chauhan was

ate for the purpose. So far as the proposed Sikh march was concerned,
osition was that the possibility of holding it in central London
vember was still being considered by its organisers: if they

d go ahead it would be open to the Commissioner of the Metropolitan
i e¢§g>app1y for it to be banned. It was not acceptable that the

quarr India should be transferred to the streets of London, and every
effort be made, including contacts with leaders of the Asian

Communi t to prevent this. It was clear that manifestations by Sikhs

D the Unixgd Kingdom could have a serious effect on relations with India,
including trade.

;%>
ﬁé&?i did not at this stage seem strong. The fact that Dr Chauhan had already

THE FOREIGN AND TH SECRETARY said that international efforts
to ease the famine jopia were continuing; the appointment of a
relief co-ordinator e Secretary-General of the United Nations should
ave a useful effect, omptness of the United Kingdom's relief
Measures had led to a s ial response by other countries and it was

ustained. There was some risk of pressure
obably at Soviet instigation, to move the
volved in the relief operation away

fom Addis Ababa, particularl
Organisation of African Unity,

€ airport were inadequate for Efpanber of aircraft now using it. There
¥as therefore a contingency plan te”tp
Necessary; but no formal request foa’z;ggve had yet been received.

THE FORETGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY séggﬁihat the elections which had
€en held in Nicaragua on 4 November had béen reported in relatively

haVOUrable terms both by the press and:-by Members of Parliament who
ad been present in Nicaragua as observers. Theye .id been a high poll,

°f up to 90 per cent in some areas, and the eleqd{ord) mechanisms appeared
© have functioned reasonably well. This pictur®J4dYt, however, take
Ccount of events in the period leading up to the 4!!5&~ns, which had

®€n characterised by pressures on the electorate b EZ prganised by the

a

A

ini ; ol S &
aandlnlsta regime; the Sandinista Minister for Home .AEENPad gone so far
° to describe the mobs as "divine". The fact that sma [Ta% Opposition

. D
g:rtles had won nearly one-third of the popular vote had tsiﬁt: to distract
tention from the fact that the main conservative and 1iB

4@ Ippos ition
8Xoups had not participated in the elections at all, <$§€S§

T?E FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the arrival i
ara

hi guan port of a Soviet merchant ship which might be delive litary

Teraft had apparently taken the United States Government by surpri

; -
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