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h  G Duchy of Lancaster Minister without Portfolio s£\\ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

170 



CONFIDENTIAL 


THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT 

.Michael Havers QC MP Mr John Gummer MP 
(Item 4) Paymaster General 

nnon MP Mr Norman Lamont MP 
partment of Trade Ministe r of State , Department of Trade 

and Industry (Item 4) 

Mr John Cope MP 
Treasurer of the Household 

SECRETARIAT 

Si  r Robert Armstrong 
Mr P L Gregson (Items 4 and 5) 
Mr D F Williamson (Items 2 and 3) 

G Cartledge (Items 2 and 3) 
^ Buckley (Items 4 and 5) 

S Brearle y (Item 1) 
;son (Item 1) 
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Y i 
The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the 

House of Commons during the following week. 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the Prime Minister 
'ready sent a message of congratulation to President Reagan on his 
able achievement i  n the Presidentia l Election on 6 November, 

of Mr Reagan's victor y had been at the highest end of the 
xpectations before the election. I  t was right that the 

-Jn^G^vernment should acknowledge the extent of the President's 
triumpK^nsEVecord their desire to maintain the unique degree of 
consul t t t yah /Kid co-operation which characterised the United Kingdom's 
relationsVfi^with the United States. The outcome of the Congressional 
elections had been less c lear-cut  . Although the Republican Party had 
re-couped 15 of the 26 losses which i  t had sustained in the House of 
Representatives in 1982, the Republicans had suffered a net loss of two 
seats in the Sena A l  l the signs were that President Reagan would 
maintain, in his d term, hi s attempts to construct a better relation ­

vship with the Sov_-  n : but the defeat in the election of Senator 
Percy ( I l l i n o i s )  , t er Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, and the po "ty that Senator Helms (North Carolina) might 
replace him in that r "d prove to be a complicating factor. I  t 
was d i f f i c u l t  , at thi s o forecast what action, i  f any, President 
Reagan would take to curb ited States budgetary def ic i t  . 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH S Y said that the internal situation 
in India , following the assassi  n the Prime Minister, Mrs Indir a 
Gandhi, was now calmer. The new i s t er  , Mr Raji v Gandhi, had 
taken a number of steps to assert hiv ori ty  , including putting an 
end to Governmental interference in r g by foreign journal is ts  , fo i  l "owing representations by the B r i t  i Commissioner. The reper­
c "ssions of Mrs Gandhi's murder neverthe continued to create serious 
Problems in the United Kingdom, not leas th regard to the act iv i t ie  s 

the Sikh leader, Dr Chauhan. The possibi l i t  y of institutin g legal 
Proceedings against Dr Chauhan was being urgently considered but i  t was 
clear that Dr Chauhan himself had access to very jejpu^etent legal advice, 

t was important that the B r i t i s  h Government shoMd ntinue to express the dismay and shock with which they viewed inf  l comments and Provocative behaviour by Sikhs in the United Kingdu^ statements made b Y the Prime Minister before and during her v i s i  t to for Mrs Gandhi's f nnera l had been very helpful in this respect. A ma-­ ikhs in central London, to mark the anniversary of the founder r rel igion , had apparently been postponed for the time being; but High Commission had made i  t clea r that i  f i  t took place i  t woul­
severe effect on relations between the United Kingdom and 

most 

a short discussion i  t was reported that the Attorney g 

n

Genera 

nt a collectio n of the evidence on which possible legal proceed 


gainst Dr Chauhan might be based; but the chances of securing a 
 tion 

1 
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did not at this stage seem strong. The fact that Dr Chauhan had already 
been resident in the United Kingdom for 11 years could be an obstacle 
to his possible deportation. Although the Internationally Protected 
ersons Act of 1978 created the poss ibi l i t  y of prosecution for incitement 

murder, and although the law would be applied as rigorously as possible, 
"emained to be seen whether the evidence against Dr Chauhan was 

ate for the purpose. So far as the proposed Sikh march was concerned, 
osit ion was that the poss ibi l i t  y of holding i  t in central London 

vember was s t i l  l being considered by i t  s organisers: i  f they 
de  go ahead i  t would be open to the Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Po l i^r^^appl  y for i  t to be banned. I  t was not acceptable that the 
° . u a rre<^e£ \ Ind i  a should be transferred to the streets of London, and every 
effort sTwrylpkbe made, including contacts with leaders of the Asian 
communitiyts^to prevent th i s  . I  t was clear that manifestations by Sikhs 
in the Uni\§d Kingdom could have a serious effect on relations with India, 
including trade. 

r

THE FOREIGN AND TH SECRETARY said that international efforts 
to ease the famine opia were continuing; the appointment of a
re l i e  f co-ordinator Secretary-General of the United Nations should 
have a useful effect, omptness of the United Kingdom's r e l i e  f 
measures had led to a . i a  l response by other countries and i  t was 
to be hoped that this would ustained. There was some r is  k of pressure 
from the Ethiopian Governm obably at Soviet instigation, to move the 
Royal Air ForceHercules a  i volved in the re l i e  f operation away 
from Addis Ababa, particular1 the period of the conference of the 
Organisation of African Unity grounds that the f a c i l i t i e  s at the airport were inadequate for r of a ircraf  t now using i t  . There 

 therefore a contingency plan fer the .—...«...».. a ircraf  t  w to~ ^ ^ Djibouti i  f was  .
 > ' 

necessary; but no formal request f o ^ T ^ J v  e had yet been received. 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY sas& that the elections which had 
been held in Nicaragua on k November had been reported in re lat ive l  y 
favourable terms both by the press andcby Members of Parliament who 
bad been present in Nicaragua as observers. The;?£3>ad been a high p o l l  , 

U Pof  to 90 per cent in some areas, and the ele( mechanisms appeared , d l i  u c u  e C I L '  H 
to have functioned reasonably we l l  . This picture however, take 
account of events in the period leading up to the ̂  :ns, which had 
b e e  n characterised by pressures on the electorate b organised by the 
s andinist  a regime; the Sandinista Minister for Home vhad gone so far 
a s to describe the mobs as "divine". The fact that s n u  ̂  jposition 
Parties had won nearly one-third of the popular vote had t to distrac t 
attention from the fact that the main conservative and l  i Opposition 
groups had not participated in the elections at a l l  . 
THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the arr iva  l v 
N icaraguan port of a Soviet merchant ship which might be deliver™ islitary 
aircraf  t had apparently taken the United States Government 
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