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THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSQ PRESENT
3 The Rt Hon Paul Channon MP
Minister of State, Department of Trade
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¥ 1. THE PRIME MINISTER said that the Secretary of State for the
Environment had been injured in a car accident the previous evening;
j : ;
IMME%;?’ he had sustained relatively minor injuries but was expected to remain

in hospital at least until the weekend. The Cabinet would wish to send
message of sympathy.

@ZTN& Cabinet -

tructed the Secretary of the Cabinet to convey to
Secretary of State for the Enviromment their sympathy
heir best wishes for a quick recovery.

?

a
2 The inet were informed of the business to be taken in the House

'-n{ﬁ?ﬂum
of Commons in the following week.

tement

'Mﬁmn :2 THE LORD PRIVY SRM®D that, following a Written Answer on

q?t Y 21 November annound e annual uprating of supplementary benefit

%£ng: Payments, the Opposi ﬁ, ad pressed very strongly for the Secretary of

w”hnce State for Social Serv iﬁ”’ make an Oral Statement to the House because

%: gf concern about the 1551:5;- in the deduction from supplementary

hnﬂf énefit payments to the fan s of strikers to represent a deemed amount

lg ?f strike pay. The figur h was currently £15 a week, was due to

increase to £16 a week in I ih the increase in supplementary benefit
Payments. It had subsequentl agreed that the Secretary of State

for Social Services would make
€vening. He had, however, scar
of 25-30 Labour Members of Parlia
the sitting, Their attitude was g
' Mr Dayvid Nellist, had torn up part o
State for Social Services. Faced wit disruption the Speaker had
Suspended the sitting for 10 minutes. Speaker's return matters had
MOt improved and the Speaker had adjourn&d the House. In the Lord Privy
Seal's view, these events absolved the Government from any further
Tequirement to make an Oral statement on the issue. The Opposition had
Owever made a formal request to the Speaker for aa_emergency debate
Under Standing Order 10. He could not say how ppeaker would respond,
although it was clear that he would not grant an -,_’{-‘ debate that
day. The Speaker might be prepared to allow a debf gn Monday 26 November,
In which case the Second Reading of the Social Sec&-‘f
0!:her business for that day would have to be set back
le part, he would be extremely unwilling to give up
N the light of what had occurred and of the fact that YA as an
| 0pp°8ition day set down for Tuesday 27 November, on which ere
Currently planning to debate a motion on:the natural envir and the

National heritage.

T %

al Statement at 10.00 pm the previous
un his statement when a group

ed by Mr Eric Heffer, had disrupted
aydy threatening, and one of them
tatement by the Secretary of
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about the nature of the increases in supplementary benefit payments

or the deduction in respect of deemed strike pay, nor in the manner in
cjﬁo Which it had been announced. It was clear that the media (and some
mbers of Parliament) had not appreciated that the increase in the
uction was accompanied by an increase in supplementary benefit payments
would leave over 99 per cent of the families of striking miners
rse off and give 85 per cent of them some increase in cash terms.
=200 families might lose a small amount. These changes were
and provided for in legislation. Over £20 million had already
ey in supplementary benefit to the families of striking miners,
and i r;EE;&Ot appropriate for the taxpayer to make payments to strikers

! cﬁ%&p In discussion it was pointed out that there was nothing unprecedented

themse especially when their own union would not provide strike pay
out of t unds.

THE PRIME ISTER, summing up the discussion, said that there were two

areas for concern. The first was that the Govermment's action should be

Presented in the gexgect light; for that purpose additional briefing should
' di )

be given to the g and to Members of Parliament. They should be in no
doubt that the a q.;—‘ was a well precedented and normal part of the
November uprating, =Q=’ ot specifically directed at striking miners. The
, Second issue was the ;aF..bility of the increased use of disruption in the
i House of Commons. Th g2.an extremely serious development. It was,
[ h?WEVEr, for the Speake he House generally to determine how to deal
‘ With it. The Speaker's te response was not known, but it would
be important for the Gover ot to give the impression that it expected
| the disruptive attitudes sh previous day to continue.

The Cabinet -
1.  Took note, with approva he Prime Minister's
summing up of the discussion. <;;;>

T

l%l

t g

%? THE Lorp PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL said th@&t on Tuesday 27 November the
ws°f House of Lords would debate the report of \She Sound Broadcasting

C°mm§ttee on televising the proceedings of the House. The report of the
C?mmlttee had suggested than an experiment should begin in January for
S1x months and that it should be financed almos s\rely by the broad-
€asting authorities. The broadcasting authoritigs, Bad, however, made it
clear that they could not continue to finance the 'sing of the House
after the experimental period of six months, and hé&Wgd-flade it clear that
there was no question of the Government providing fi 4?, He had also
("<F\h were repeated

Mmade it clear that Ministerial statements in the Commo¥

10 the Lords could not be broadcast. c;ﬁ§>
The Cabinet - @

2, Took note.
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3. THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that there was likely
to be a renewed outbreak of wrangling between India and Pakistan. The
Indian Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, was evidently using the foreign
vO8ey and anti-Pakis tani feeling for electoral purposes. The deterioration
Indo-Pakistani relations was therefore likely to continue until after
'i\Fndian general election on 24 December. So far as relations between
{§38 and the United Kingdom were concerned, the British High Commissioner
J’j? Delhi had reported continuing threats in Indian governmental circles

: Qde boycott in the event of behaviour by the Sikh community in the
hngdom which the Indians might regard as provocative. This posed
isk: export contracts worth £5 billion could be at stake. The
march ifhs in Central London, which had been due to take place on

y
fég

18 Nove ad been banned, and Foreign and Commonwealth Office and
Home Of nisters had carefully explained the legal position to the
Acting Ind\§n High Commissioner; the British High Commissioner in New Delhi
had taken sYmilar action with the Indian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and with members of Mr Rajiv Gandhi/s staff, It was hoped that these
Steps would reduingiision in relations between the United Kingdom and

a

India, but there ({as danger that such ground as had been made up would
be lost immediatedys s

There had already -”a
Sikhs in the United
Communal disorders, wl
| the Commissioner of the

A
i Planned march. : ;;;Q

regard to a further ban on th
€en a possibility of a legal

he Sikh march were, in due course, to go ahead.
eports of attacks on Hindu temples and on moderate
m: there was clearly a real risk of inter-

was not straight-forward; there had
ge to the earlier ban and the view
had been expressed that an orde h could even assist in reducing
tension. The march nevertheless ef\unlikely to take place in the
lmmediate future, and the Sikh lead Chauhan, was ill.

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY s{hat the arrest by the
| 8YPtian authorities of four men, includin® two British subjects, who
Vere alleged to have plotted the assassination, at Libyan behest, of a
Ormer Libyan Prime Minister, in Cairo, represented a successful
8YPtian operation against the Libyan Governmen e Egyptians had
Devertheless been unforthcoming with informatior\\abo¥it. it and were
Concentrating on extracting the maximum propaganda @ tage from their
;°?P: In particular, the Egyptian authorities had ‘et ponded to
Titish requests for information concerning the Egyptge esident's
Teference to a Libyan plot to kill the British Prime Mi{#&fc. Consular
dccess to the two detained Britons had been granted and arge had so
f‘?r been brought against them. There had been some suggesy]
e;nks between the two detainees and a Libyan, Mr Shabli, whg
193r88d with drug offences and arrested in the United Kingdow
83 and had subsequently jumped bail; investigations into thKs

3
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